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A LETTER, 

c*. 


London , April  17,  1800. 

Sir, 

The  important  office  and  diftinguiffied 
ilation  which  you  hold  in  a profefsion, 

1 

in  which  the  general  welfare  and  fafety 
of  your  fellow-creatures  are  fo  inti- 
mately concerned,  juffify  the  propriety 
of  this  add  refs  to  you  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  As  an  attentive  obferver  of 

1 

the  medical  world,  I have  too  often 
feen,  that  “ riches  are  not  always  given 
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to  men  of  undemanding,  nor  yet  favour 
to  men  of  fkill but  there  is  a certain 
power  which  feems  to  exercife  their 
patience,  and  to  fport  with  their  inge- 
nuity. An  Eledtion,  or  rather  a canvafs 

i 

for  an  Election,  for  the  office  of  Phytician 

• v*  'r'/\  .!  ’ ‘ / . 

or  Surgeon  to  an  Hofpital  is  an  example 

• * f 

of  this  truth. 

*»  * • 

I confefs  myfelf  aftonifhed,  when  I 

find  that  the  inffitutions  of  fuch  charities 

\ » 

k V 

leave  the  Eledtion  in  the  hands  of  perfons, 
the  great  majority  of  whom  are  inade- 
quate to  form  any  idea  of  the  fpecific 
merits  of  the  Candidates,  and  who  have 


no 


if 
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no  knowledge  whatsoever  of  the  great 

i 

art  itfelf.  The  man  who  pofTefles  the 
gift  of  healing,  as  you  know  from  Ho- 
mer, was  from  ail  antiquity  etkeemed  a 
charadter  Second  to  none  in  real  worth 
and  dignity.  The  voice  of  mankind  has 

confirmed  this  early  Sentence  ; and  in  this 

\ - 

country,  the  true  merit  of  a ProfefTor  and 
the  honour  due  to  the  Science  have  been 
eommenSurate.  Surgery  is  no  longer 
connected  with  a ludicrous  craft,  nor 

does  the  wiSdom  of  a Phyfician  confift  in 

% 

exterior  gravity,  in  the  wig,  or  the  cane. 
The  Apothecaries  indeed  now  thine  like 
meteors,  and  the  medical  Chemifts  play 

B 4 their 
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their  public  corufcations ; and  fometimes 

t • 

the  united  radiance  of  Lucina,  Venus,  and 
Mortaria  * overpowers  the  fenfe,  till  the 
Do6torate  is  loft  in  the  effulgence  of 

V 

a Baronetage . Every  organ  of  our  frame 

has  now  its  appropriate  Profeflor.  If  we 
are  dull  or  flow  to  hear,  as  we  too  often 
are,  we  have  the  Aurift ; if  we  ceafe 
to  fee  aright,  as  we  too  frequently  do, 
none  but  the  Oculift  is  competent  to 
clear  the  eye.  We  have  airs  from  heaven 

and  blafts  from  beneath,  with  every  vital 

/ 

and  caloric  principle,  which  can  invigorate 
or  inflame  us. 

* The  Goddefs  of  the  Apothecaries. 

In 
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In  the  midft  of  thefe  contending  par- 
ties, the  London  Surgeon,  of  a regular, 

confiftent,  and  unmixed,  practice,  either  ob- 

* * 

ftetric  or  pharmaceutic,  hands  alone,  and  has 
a combat  to  maintain,  to  which  few  are 
equal.  It  is  our  common  intereft  to  fup- 
port  the  character  and  the  confequence 
of  the  liberal  Surgeon.  He  is  deferving  of  an 
honourable  fubfihence,  and  I feel  that  fuch 
a fentiment  fliould  be  called  into  efficacy 
and  action.  His  efifential  province  is  invaded 
by  every  pretender  and  empiric,  and  if  he 
finds  no  refource  in  private  patrimony,  he  is 
driven  to  the  fhop,  the  country,  or  the  army. 
It  is  not  poffible  for  any  young  man  to  main' 


tain 
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tain  his  ground  in  this  town,  however  me- 
ritorious and  inftrudted  he  may  be,  but  by 
favour  and  patronage.  The  groves  of  Paphos 
and  the  Cyprian  mountains  are  his  retreat* 
where  the  bar  of  Venus  glows  and  twinkles 
alternately ; here  alone  the  young  Afcanius 
may  fubfift,  or  repofe, 

> i • 

Super  alta  Cythera ^ 

Aut  fuper  Idalium  facrata  fede  recumbat  *. 

\ * 

I believe,  indeed,  that  the  benevolence  of 
this  kingdom  is  more  extenfive,  and  the 

i 

application  of  it  is  made  with  greater  accu- 
racy and  difeernment,  than  at  any  former 
periods.  The  man  of  merit,  neverthelefs* 

* Recumbere,  is  to  Jit  at  meat ; which,  by  Joint  jew 
perfons,  is  confidered  neceffary  for  every  Surgeon  to  do. 

mu  ft 
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muft  often  fee  the  rifing  glories  and  rattling' 
equipages  of  his  inferiors  in  fcience  ; and 
muft  be  content  for  a feafon,  till  an  opportu- 
nity calls  his  name  alfo  into  public  notice. 
You  know,  Sir,  that  the  chief  occafions  for 
this  notice  are  the  Vacancies  in  the  offices 
of  Phyfician  or  Surgeon  to  a great  Hofpital. 

With  the  Hofpital  the  Difpenfary  now 
co-operates,  and  very  frequently  the  me- 
dical affiftance  is  gratuitous , which,  I con- 
ceive, it  never  Jhould  be  in  any  public  In- 

• *” , \ 

tfitution.  To  every  fpecies  of  labour,  fci- 

i . ■ ■ i 

ence,  and  ingenuity,  exerted  by  profeffional 
men  for  the  public  good,  there  should 
be  an  adequate  price  and  reward.  There 


should 


should  always  be  a reciprocal  duty,  enforced 
by  an  honourable  recompence,  and  by  a 
proper  fandtion  and  controul.  Upon  fueh 
Vacancies,  the  young  Surgeon  is  called  forth, 
and  his  alacrity  and  labour  in  the  canvafs, 
joined  to  perfonal  intereft,  are,  as  you 
well  know,  the  only  efficacious  inftruments 
of  his  fucccfs. 

The  prefent  mode  of  an  Eledtion  pre- 
cludes almoft  the  poffibility  of  profeffional 
difcernment  in  the  Eledtors.  For  who 
are  they  ? Scarce  ten  of  them  who  are 
not  extra-profeffional.  I have  often  con- 
fidered  this  fubjedt,  and  I think  that  an 

alteration 
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alteration  might  be  propofed  and  adopted, 

\ 

f calm  fenfe  and  judgment  were  Suffered 
do  prevail  in  the  difcuffion  of  it. 


The  Subscribers  and  Governors  of  our 


jreat  Hofpitals  are,  happily  for  this  king- 


lorn,  and  for  it’s  honour  as  well  as  it’s  Sup- 
'ort,  numerous  and  dignified.  I am  Sure 


bat  the  bufinefs  is  belt  conducted  by  Com- 


littees ; and  indeed  I believe  it  is  the  only 
| nethod  of  conducing  it  with  propriety  and 
ith  effedt.  I Should  apprehend  that 
'lections  alSo  might  be  carried  on  in  this 
lanner,  with  advantage  to  the  public, 
iithout  confufion  or  partiality,  or  mere 
itereft  and  patronage.  The  Governors 
iould  meet  every  year  in  a body,  on  a cer- 

% i 

tain 
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tain  day,  and  eledt  a Committee  of  Twenty- 
Tour  Members,  or  of  any  other  number  which 
may  be  deemed  more  convenient,  for  the 

year,  profeffional  and  extra-profeffional,  who 

* 

lhould  Confider  the  merits  of  the  Candidates 

, ■ i , . . . , 

for  any  vacant  offices,  and  for  thofe  of  Sur- 
geon and  Phyfician,  and  be  empowered  to 
cledt  the  Succeffors.  I fhould  propofe  that  no 
Election  fhould  be  made  if  the  Candidate  has 

I - 

' * * » ' • • 

not  two  thirds  of  the  whole  Committee  of 

Twenty  Four,  or  of  any  other  number  which 
may  be  appointed,  in  his  favour.  The  in  to- 
rch: of  the  Hofpital  would  be  then  heft  com 
fulted,  and  a judgment  could  be  formed  with 
impartiality  of  the  merits  of  the  Candidates* 
and  a dccifion  made  with  firmnefs  and  dif 


ccrnjuent, 


I Unov 


[ 15  ] 

I know  but  one  material  objection  to 

this  propofal.  It  has  been  laid,  that 

Subfcribers  regard  a Vote  as  a privilege, 

, * 
and  that  many  would  withdraw  their  names 

and  fupport  from  an  inftitution,  if  they 
were  deprived  of  this  right.  I fhould 
hardly  conceive,  Sir,  that  any  Gentleman 
or  Lady,  who  fubfcribes  fimply  from 
£n  honeft  thought  of  common  good  to 
all,  on  a patriotic  and  Chriftian  prin- 
ciple of  true  benevolence,  could  ever 
fuffer  an  imaginary,  and  often  a very  trou^ 
blefome,  privilege,  to  hand  in  the  way  of 
fubftantial  advantage  to  the  community. 


I have 
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I have  been  told*  Sir,  that  a young  Phy- 
sician of  your  Hofpital,  Injignis  fiat  rid  par  iter 
virtute  Juaque , faid,  in  a company  where 
this  queftion  was  difcuffed,  with  that 
mildnefs  and  caution  which  he  joins 
to  distinguished  Skill  and  profefflonal 
learning,  that  he  feared  fuch  a reafon 
operated  on  the  majority  of  Subfcribers, 
and  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  propofe  it. 
A Gentleman  replied  to  that  argument  in 
terms  Similar  to  thofe  which  I have  juft  made 
ufe  of.  The  Phyfician  agreed  to  the  validity 
which  fuch  reafons  ought  to  have  on 
every  mind  which  reflected  upon  public 
principle,  and  he  thought  that  the  meafure 
/ would 
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would  be  effectual  if  it  could  be  caf- 
ried,  and  productive  of  folid  benefit 
to  this,  and  to  every  other  ufeful  and 
important  Inftitution  on  the  fame  founda- 
tion. 

, t 

Where  there  are  Funds  and  Eflates  . 
* 

fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Cha- 

} i '*  i 

i .. 

rity,  independant  of  private  munificence, 
this  could  be  done  without  a murmur, 
and  eftablifhed  by  legitimate  authority. 
In  fuch  an  appointment  of  a Committee, 
an  oath  might  be  adminiftered  to  the 
members,  to  execute  the  folemn  trust 
repofed  in  them  with  fidelity  and  impar- 
tiality. 


c 
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tiality.  At  prefent  a Vote  is  a matter 
of  frlendfhip,  or  acquaintance,  or  intereft, 
without  any  refpe6t  to  the  real  merit 
of  the  Candidates,  all  of  whom  are 
fu[ijiofed  to  be  qualified.  I would  give 
no  improper  freedom  to  my  pen  in  the 
difcufsion  of  this  fubjedt,  nor  offer  any 
opinion  which  would  not  fuit  with 
maturity  of  years  and  gravity  of  cha- 
racter. But,  I think,  the  able  and  the 
philanthropic  will  find  matter  for  their 
ferious  thoughts ; and  the  refult  of  their 
deliberation  may  be  fubmitted  with  re- 
fpeCt  for  the  ultimate  decifion  of  the 
Governors. 


In 
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in  the  prefent  inftance,  Sir,  I think 
fome  of  the  Candidates  are  perhaps  too 
young  and  inexperienced.  I cannot  fuf- 

fer  myfelf  for  a moment  to  conlider  the 

\ 

election  of  any  very  young  man,  as  a 
mere  paffport  to  public  practice ; for  I look 
upon  the  office  of  Surgeon  as  a moft  folemn 
truft,  to  be  conferred  on  the  moft  defer- 

i 

ving  and  the  moft  diligent,  for  the  fake  of 
the  poor,  the  afflidted,  the  miferable,  the 
deftitute,  and  the  forlorn.  We  are  affured,  that 
their  cries  will  at  all  times  pierce  the  ears  of 
the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.  The  medical  offices 
therefore  of  an  Inftitution  founded  to  his  ho- 
nour, in  obedience  to  his  word,  and  for  the 

c 2 
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relief  of  his  creatures,  fliould  be  confided 
only  to  thofe  hands  which  have  learned 
from  experience  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
them.  I always  from  my  heart  defpifed 
the  farcaftic  feverity  of  the  proverb, 

which  affixes  the  imputation  of  irreligion 

) 

on  our  profefslon ; for  I am  fure  there 
is  no  other  which  appeals  more  ferioufly,  or 
points  more  diftinctly,  to  the  awful  d if- 
penfations  of  Providence,  to  the  arm  of 
Omnipotence,  and  to  the  works  of  infinite 
wifdom.  I truft  thefe  fentiments,  Sir, 
are  congenial  with  your  own. 

There  are  many  circumflances  which 

affedt 


' 
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affect  a young  Surgeon  of  talents  and 
knowledge,  who  is  defirous  to  rife  in  his 
profeftion  in  this  town,  if  he  is  unbe- 
friended by  the  great,  or  unprotected  by 

, * 

his  experienced  Brethren.  He  muft  be 

v 

refpedtful  without  fervility,  and  ttcady 
without  prefumption.  But  he  is  bound  to 
deliver  his  opinion  with  deference,  yet  with 
firmnefs,  however  it  may  difagree  with  that 
of  the  oldett  practitioner.  He  mutt  not  too 

f 

foon  relinquith  all  the  modes  of  former 

# 

operators,  nor  too  eagerly  adopt,  nor  rejedt, 
what  is  abfolutely  new. 


A young  medical  man  will  regard  with 

c 3 caution 
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caution  the  riling  difcoveriesof  the  time,  and 
the  application  of  air  and  water  with  new 
and  unheard-of  efficacy.  He  will  confider 
the  effects,  and  attend  to  the  experiments, 
but  muft  not  inftantly  coincide  with  them. 

/ . 

If,  for  inftance,  he  fhould  difapprove  the 
introduction  of  the  new  bejlial  difeafe,  he  is 

to  ftate  the  arguments,  reafons,  and  facts 

• > -/ 

which  lead  him  to  decline  the  practice  of  it. 
In  fo  doing,  he  is  not  to  fear  the  frown 

of  an  active  and  enterprifing  medical  Chemijl , 
nor  the  heels  nor  horns  of  the  animal  it- 
felf.  The  votary  of  Sabrina  has  indeed 

appeared  at  Court,  and  the  “ Commutation 

/ 

“ Cow" 
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Cow ” on  the  lawns  of  St.  James’s.  There 
is  a paffion  for  Union  at  prefent,  and 
there  is  a moft  indifpenfable  neceflity 
for  it;  but  there  is  no  neceflity  real  or 
apparent,  in  my  opinion,  to  unite  man  with 
the  bejiial  herd , and  to  introduce  a new 
corruption  or  contamination  into  the  human 
blood,  for  the  final  confequences  of  which  no 
man,  however  confident,  can  as  yet  anfwer. 

r , ' | 

% ' 

A facetious  Bard  of  the  prefent  day, 
I am  told,  has  penned  the  Rape 
of  Europa,  a Medical  Allegory ; but 
I know  not  of  the  fa6t.  I do  not  often, 
like  the  very  ingenious  and  acute  Dr. 
Ferriar,  write  verfes  myfclf;  but  I once 

c 4 replies 
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replied  in  jeft  to  the  inflexible  gravity 

) 

9 1 

of  <S ir  Ebenezer  Owlett  Bart,  a ftrong 
advocate  for  the  Cow-Pox,  when  he 
prefTed  his  point  with  an  earneftnefs  in  pro- 
portion to  the  weaknefs  of  his  argument. 


Think  not,  my  Owlet,  thy  fond  friend  is  dull : 
Ireland  and  Egypt  may  adore  the  Bull, 

We  turn  from  Apis  to  his  better  half, 

Which  Pearfon  calls  a Cow,  and  Parr  (a)  a Calf! 


And  with  this  I left  Sir  Ebenezer;  but  I do 

\ 

not  recommend  this  poetical  cuftom  to  a 
young  man.  I advife  him  however  at  times 
to  diffent  from  his  medical  friends  with  plea* 
fan  try  and  good  humour,  both  in  his  ex- 
preffions  and  in  his  countenance. 


(a)  An  ingenious  and  able  Surgeon,  in  the  Country, 
who  muft  not  be  miftaken  for  the  Rev.  and  learned  Dr. 
Samuel  Parr,  who  certainly  never  yet  preached  for  an 
hour  and  forty  feven  minutes  on  the  Cow  Pox  before 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  London. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe,  Sir,  are  incidental  topics;  but  I 
return  to  my  Conclufion,  and  will  plainly 
ftate  my  opinion  as  it  relates  to  this  Hofpital. 

I would,  above  all  other  points,  exprefs 

t 

my  ftrongeft  reprobation  of  a cuftom  too  fre- 
quent in  many  public  Inflitutions,  and  with 
which,  I fear,  this  Hofpital  may  be  charged. 
A Phyfician,  or  a Surgeon,  may  give  private 
intimation  to  his  friends,  of  his  intention  to 
refign,  fix  weeks  or  two  months  before  the 
time,  and  all  legitimate  Candidates,  but  the 
favoured  perfon,  may  be  deprived  of  the  pof- 
fibility  of  obtaining  Votes,  which  are  fecured 
before  hand  by  this  indecorous  practice. 
It  is  a mode  dishonourable  to  a public 

Tnftitution, 
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Institution,  indelicate  and  ungrateful  in  the 
Phytician  or  the  Surgeon  who  adopts  it, 

it  is  ungentlemanly  even  in  the  idea,  and 

* 

difgraceful  alike  to  the  Candidate  and  his 
jPredecefTor,  it  is  fatal  and  deadly  to  the 
eftablishment,  and  ideals  from  thence  the 
life  of  the  Building.  I have  no  notion  of  fuch 
a race  or  conteft;  it  is  foreign  to  the  honeft 
nature  of  an  Englishman. 

You  remember,  Sir,  that  in  the  entrance 
to  the  Academia  of  Athens  flood  the  Altar* 
of  Prometheus.  Every  Candidate  for  the  prize 
in  the  conteft,  inftituted  in  that  place,  had  a 
burning  torch  aftigned  him  in  fucceffion. 
The  Vidtor  ftrove  lawfully,  and  was  therefore 


* Paufanias  L.  i.  SeQ.  30. 
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crowned  with  honour.  But  in  this  medical 
contention,  the  fire  burns  not  for  all,  and 

is  acceffible  only  to  a clandejline  Candidate. 
Near  the  fame  Academia,  there  was  indeed 
an  altar  alfo  to  Mercury ; but  the  chief  facri- 
ficeswere  offered  to  the  Mufesand  Minerva. 
Your  own  ingenuity,  Sir,  will  colledt  the 
fenfe  of  the  Allegory. 

I would  alfo  obferve,  that  much  of 

\ 

the  original  principle  of  this  Hofpital 

fhould  be  reconfidered  and  enforced ; 
and  the  fpirit  of  the  time  fhould  be 
watched  by  the  honourable  and  inde- 
pendant Governors  of  this  and  of  every 
other  charity.  Promifes,  Sir,  may  be 

mighty,  but  the  performance,  nothing. 


Men 
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Men  who  have  been  tried  in  your  fer- 

vice  and  not  found  wanting,  fhould  be 
regarded,  brought  forward,' and  eftablithed 
for  in  them  alone  can  be  placed  fecurity 
and  confidence,  and  not  in  every  interloper, 
or  unfledged  comrade  of  profeffional  men. 

Is  there  a man  of  knowledge, 

of  fleady  character,  a good  anatomift, 
an  operator  of  fkill  and  mercy,  diligent 
and  confcientious  in  his  attendance,  and 
wholly  in  his  profeffion?  Iffuchamanbe 
young,  or  middle  aged,  or  old,  Ireafon  well, 
when  I fay,  let  him  be  your  Phyfician, 
or  your  Surgeon,  according  to  the  cafe,  and 
you  do  your  duty  to  the  public. 

It  is  a known  truth  in  every  fpccics  of  Go- 
vernment, 


V#  • 
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vernment,  which  will  adopt  the  cuftom,  that 
“ Committees  always  condudt  affairs  with 
convenience,  and  generally  with  precifion.” 

^ i 

I have  enlarged  on  this  topic,  and  hope 

that  all  the  departments  of  all  public  Infti- 

, / 

tutions  will  fee  their  indifpenfable  neceffity. 
I mull  alfo  own,  that  in  my  opinion,  no 
Medical  Gentleman,  who  has  been  bred  up 
in  any  other  Hofpital,  fhould  offer  himfelf  a 
Candidate  on  this  occafion,  as  it  infers  what  is 
difreputable  to  you.  If  indeed  a Surgeon 

pradtifes  pharmacy,  and  fells  drugs,  he  is  ab~ 

\ 

folutely  difqualified  as  a Candidate,  and  is 
ineligible.  I could  alfo  with,  that  no  perfon 
fhould  offer  himfelf  who  has  not  been  many 
years  a pupil  of  the  Hofpital,  and  who  has 
not  refided  as  Houfe  Surgeon , for  a complete 


year. 


J 
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year.  If  any  perfon  of  that  defcrip- 

tion  has  performed  the  arduous  and  fa- 
tiguing duties  of  that  moft  important 

» * 

office,  with  diligence,  felf-denial,  and 
unceafing  attendance,  by  the  teftimony 
of  all  thofe  who  knew  him  to  be  fuch 
in  the  daily  difcharge  of  his  function; 
that  man  is  a legitimate  Candidate  for 
your  .favour  and  choice.  When  all  other 
points  are  equal,  the  man  of  the  longeft 

j 

ftanding  is  intitled  to  your  preference; 
and  it  is  juft  and  wife  that  he  fhould  be  fo. 

I am  forry  that  you  fhould  have  recourfeto 

Aliens , either  for  a Phyfician  or  for  a Surgeon 
to  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  at  any  time,  but 
efpecially  when  men  of  undoubted  ability 

may  be  found  among  you.  The  friends  and 

patrons 
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patrons  of  St.  Bartholomew’s,  St.  Thomas’s, 
or  of  Guy’s  Hofpital  would  rejedt  fuch 
a conduct,  with  an  indignant  contempt. 

As  to  yourfelf,  Sir,  whether  you  intend 
to  benefit  the  Inftitution  by  your  con- 
tinuance, or  to  give  it  caufe  for  regret 
by  your  refignation,  you  ought  to  confi- 
der  deeply  and  ferioufly,  as  becomes 
your  high  profefsional  ftation,  whom  you 
will  recommend  for  your  fucceffor,  and 
into  whofe  hands  you  will  deliver  the  truft 
and  charge.  It  is  a matter  of  confcience 
and  of  much  delicacy ; and  you  will  take 

this  admonition  as  it  comes  home  to  your  own 
bufinefs  and  bofom  : for  I fpeak  upon  found, 
broad,  and  general  principles. 


Next 
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Next  to  this,  ftrive  to  reje6t  the  introduc- 
tion of  an  Alien,  and  preferve  the  internal 
dignity  of  your  Hofpital,  and  the  character 

which  it  fhould  hold  forth  to  them  who  are 
without. 

As  ijt  ' v ■'  ’j  l I ■■■**-  f 4 *-•  • ' *•  ' * - 

The  Patron  of  England  has  always 

s . . w y V 

diltinguiflied,  protected,  and  cherifhed 
his  own  offspring;  and  never  let  it  be  faid  of1 
the  medical  St.  George,  in  the  fevere 
and  expiring  words  of  the  royal  Numidian,* 

that  “ HE  HAD  ADOPTED  ABLER  CHILDREN 
THAN  HE  HAD  BRED  HIMSELF.”^ 

Wi,th  every  good  with  to  You  and 
the  Inftitution,  "believe  me  your  Friend 
and  faithful  Servant, 

• ••  ’ _ * 

Medicines  Studiosus. 

(a)  Meliores  Liber  os  shmpsisse,  quam  genuijfe. 
Salluft.  Bell.  Jugurth.  Orat.  Micipfae,  Se6t.  io. 
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